94                      A FLY ON THE WHEEL

" What hpur Is it, Rahmut Khan ? "

" Your highness, I cannot exactly say, as there are no clocks
in the wilderness ; but I believe it to be exactly midnight/'

** Why do you say exactly ? "

" Because at that time of night only, does the air flow with
even freedom through both of a man's nostrils/*

I essayed this new mode of time-measurement, and found
truly that I did breathe equally through both my nostrils ;
so we agreed that it was probably midnight. Our movements
had been speedy, and we were within a mile of the robber's
lair ; still, great caution was needed, as they might have heard
of our coming, and be on the look out,

** They would all be asleep now, Sahib, under ordinary
circumstances ; but with the rumour that your honour is out,
you may be sure they will keep a good guard. We ought not
to reach the Dripping Well until the morning star shows himself
there/' pointing to the eastern sky.

Before us lay a long range of low rocky hills, clothed from

base to crown with thick jungle mixed with large forest trees,

which stretched east and west as far as the eye could see, save

for a break in the line just in front of us.   Here the range

suddenly fell in height, sweeping back in a great amphitheatre.

The foot of the hills was belted with thick brushwood, through

'   which we had to pass before reaching the well.   We could

almost follow with the eye the track along which our path

would lie, until the steep ascent was closed by a perpendicular

wall of rock, curving round in a semi-circle to where a large

peepul tree marked the gully up which the path led to a natural

.terrace above.   Here was situated a small cave, whence, out

of the heart of the rock, welled forth, crystal-clear, the spring

- which gave the place its name of the Dripping Well,   The spot.

; was held sacred by the Inhabitants of the village of Mhaka,

,p whose dwellings were dimly discernible at the foot of the hills,

irt:',The spring never dried up, even in the hottest season, and its

l^lwaters were famed for the cure of all sorts of sickness and

W^klisease*
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collected the remnants of the nest of robbers

'( long harassed the district.   The rascals had
owfined, their depredations to distant

